Future Town Artist Commission 2018-2019
Open Call for Artists’ Proposals
An opportunity for an artist with an interest in participation to develop a new artwork
with the public, amongst the fun and hub bub of Bedford’s River Festival and other
cultural events in 2018.
Bedford Creative Arts (BCA) is a contemporary arts organisation and Arts Council England national portfolio
organisation that has been working in Bedfordshire for over thirty years. We create possibilities for artists to make
new art with and within communities. Each year, as part of our programme, we take part in a number of public
cultural events in Bedford. For 2018 we would like to invite an artist to work with the public to develop a new
artwork during the course of these events, and which results in a final outcome to be shared at the end of the
project.

Brief
Develop a new artwork with the public in response to the theme of Future Town. The artist is required to use four
public cultural events in Bedford in 2018-19 in the process of the making of the work. The events are in July,
September and October 2018 and March 2019 and include the outdoor Bedford River Festival 14-15 July 2018 and
Bedpop at The Higgins, Bedford in October 2018.
The process and final artwork can take any form. The development and making of the work with the public must be
achievable both indoors and outdoors, and be engaging creative activity for families to participate in. This
commission can be part of a larger project the artist is engaged in.

Duration
The commission will be developed and delivered over a period of twelve months from June 2018 to June 2019. The
final artwork can be completed following the final public engagement activity in March 2019 and the project must be
completed by end May 2019.

Budget
The available budget is £3,000 (inclusive of VAT) made up of £2,400 artist fees and £600 production. The artist will
receive Producer and Marketing support in the development, promotion, delivery and final realisation of the work.

Application Process
To apply please email Emily Evans at emilye@bedfordcreativearts.org.uk with

-

Your proposal / expression of interest on no more than 1 side of A4. Please include an indication of the
aspect you would like to explore and an outline of how you would approach the commission – what types of
activity you would consider and how they would lead to the creation of a new artwork

-

Your CV and examples of previous relevant work, including evidence of your experience both in working
with people and in the production of high quality artistic outcomes.

We understand that all proposals will be indicative, and subject to change and development through the process.
We are happy to receive proposals in other formats, e.g. video or audio files, or web-based applications. If your
application is submitted using video the length should be less than 15 minutes and please include a password for
the protected link.

Eligibility
You must be a UK-based artist and permitted to work in the UK.
We welcome applications from artists at various stages of their career.

Key Dates
Open for applications 15 January 2018 to 5pm 16 March 2018
Interviews with shortlisted artists 20 April 2018

Key event dates
Bedford River Festival 14-15 July 2018 Outdoor 2 days
Sunday event September 2018 date tbc Outdoor 1 day
Bedpop Fun Palace 7 & 8 October 2018 Indoor 2 days
Bedpop Science Lab (STEAM) at The Higgins Bedford March 2019 one weekend day date tbc Indoor 1 day

About Bedford Creative Arts
Bedford Creative Arts is a contemporary arts organisation that has worked across Bedfordshire for 30 years. It is
committed to commissioning high quality art in communities, working with people to make great art and in
response to the place where they live. We work at different levels, from light participation to deeper collaborative
projects between artists and the public. Throughout our work we seek to make new work that is accessible and
engaging for audiences, and questions and develops social practice within contemporary art.
Bedford Creative Arts also delivers The Culture Challenge programme for schools, the creative professional

programmes Creative Bedfordshire and Contemporary Artists Bedfordshire. Bedford Creative Arts is an Arts
Council England national portfolio organisation. www.bedfordcreativearts.org.uk

Background
Over the next four years we are exploring ideas about future communities and imagined futures. Working with the
public in Bedford and Bedfordshire we want to ask how do we live together now and in the future? What major
issues and challenges face us as our communities grow and evolve? Whilst we face wide ranging issues from
climate change, population growth, migration, identity and increased urbanisation, at the same time there is an
inexorable drive for progress and advancement to tackle these challenges and improve people’s lives. Fifty or one
hundred years from now, how will we communicate, how will we travel, what will we eat, where will we live? This is
an opportunity for an artist to develop and explore an aspect of an imagined future with the public of Bedford.
The town of Bedford has been described recently by the IPPR as an English ‘everytown.’ Including the town and
Kempston in the Borough of Bedford, the population was estimated at 166,000 in 2015. It has a popular weekly
market and the River Great Ouse runs through the centre of the town.
The town is known for its brickmaking history, and its role in the early 20th century airship industry, wartime
aviation and for Cardington Hangars. Today Cardington Hangars has been used for the development of a new
airship called the Airlander, and as a studio set for movies such as Star Wars, Batman and live action movies such
as the forthcoming Dumbo. The town’s industrial heritage centres on the London Brick Company, whose
brickworks just outside Bedford made 40% of the total brick market in the 1970’s. The industry attracted a large
number of migrant workers, firstly from Italy in the 1950’s and then South Asia in the 1960s. Today, Bedford is a
diverse community with workers, family members, students and refugees from divergent parts of the world and
more recently, from Eastern Europe. The town is a major R&D centre for Unilever and other major employers
include Amazon with two fulfilment centres in Bedfordshire. Cranfield University is based nearby and is home to
new advances in technology, manufacturing and engineering. In late 2017 one of its teams was recognised for its
Nano Membrane Toilet which has been named as one of the ’50 ideas to Change the World’ by the Financial Times.

