STUDIO POLICY
About Us
Bedford Creative Arts is a Bedford based charity with an artistic focus on engagement, collaboration and social
practice. We have been working in Bedford and the surrounding areas for over thirty years.
We offer distinctive cultural experiences to those who might not have access to them without our work and aim to
be at the forefront of collaborative and social practice by commissioning new and exciting work.
Our work often happens outside of galleries and theatres, and where those spaces don’t exist. We develop work
outside of major cities and our artist commissions are lead by the unique contributions of people and places.

Bedford Creative Arts Structure
Bedford Creative Arts is a registered charity and a limited company staffed by a team of arts professionals and a
voluntary Board of Trustees who are listed on our website.
Bedford Creative Arts manages the i-Create Studios on a service level agreement with Bedford Borough Council.

i-Create Studios are for
Bedford Creative Arts offers subsidised studios to artists working in any visual art form who share our desire to
deliver work of high quality and integrity, and who would contribute to building our growing creative economy.
i-Create Studio Artists will need to be able to demonstrate that they:
•

Are committed to a contemporary visual art practice

•

Are professional artists with a critically engaged practice

•

Understand the minimum requirement of 16 hours per working week (excluding weekends and evenings) in
their studios

•

Are committed to participating constructively in an active artistic community

•

Are working professionally both in and outside of the region

•

Are willing to allow visitors to i-Create access to their studio

•

Are willing to participate in public relations opportunities to promote the studios and its activities

i-Create Studios are not for
It is not within our charitable objectives to support artists who carry out business of any description other than that

of their artistic practice from their studio. In addition, the studios are not suitable for:
•

Commercial artists, graphic designers or illustrators

•

People with employment commitments that mean they are not able to use their studios for at least 16
hours per week excluding evenings or weekends

•

Amateur artists or hobbyists

Equal opportunities
Bedford Creative Arts will not discriminate against eligible applications on the grounds of race, colour, ethnic
origin, gender, disability, religious belief, martial, family or economic status, social background, sexual orientation,
sexual preference, age, accent, caring responsibilities, educational attainment, political affiliation and spent or
irrelevant convictions.
All studios will be advertised as widely as possible and artists will be selected by a panel compromising of
established arts professionals as well as Bedford Creative Arts curatorial team.

Sub-letting
Because i-Create is establishing itself as an active community of artists who will be selected on both the quality of
their work and their commitment to being positively engaged in i-Create, sub-letting to other artists is prohibited.

Licence period
Licences are renewed annually. Studio licences will only be renewed after an annual appraisal and if artists are
able to demonstrate their usage of the studio, ability to meet license obligations, and their commitment to i-Create.

Professional Development
As a studio artist you should expect critical feedback and mentoring sessions from our programming staff. There
will be at least two formal meetings – an annual appraisal and a six-month review – as well as ongoing advice on an
individual basis. We aim to make ourselves accessible to our studio artists in order to support the development of
their professional careers and studio practice. In addition to this there is Contemporary Artists Bedfordshire, a new
programme of opportunities, networking events and talks delivered by a range of arts professionals for the wider
artistic community of Bedfordshire.

The culture of i-Create
i-Create is a shared workspace designed specifically for professional artists use. The aim is to support artists to
actively pursue their professional careers. As such we expect studio artists to take part in professional
development and networking activities and to be supportive and considerate to their fellow tenants. The studios are
communally based with shared front entrance and toilet facilities and artists must be responsible and considerate
to other studio users. All these factors are taken into account when allocating studio space. There is a shared
kitchen space which can be used when not in use by Bedford Creative Arts staff.

Licence termination
Bedford Creative Arts aims to avoid having inactive studios at any time. If an artist is unable to use their studio for
the minimum weekly required time, is not using the studio for the purpose stated in this policy or is not positively
interested in being part of i-Create, their licence will be terminated with one months notice as per the licence
agreement.

